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MEMBERSHIP FOR 2008
Thank you to all those of you who have already sent in your membership renewal form and details for 
the Gift Aid Declaration - we have had a very good response.  If any of you still have forms to return, 
please do so ASAP as it really does simplify the administration.  If any of you have questions on the new 
BBKA charges or exactly what is needed to be paid, then please do not hesitate to give me a call, and I 
can help (01403 752169).  Your forms and cheque should be sent to Andrew Riley - his address is at 
the bottom of the membership form.  Judy

Winter Meetings
7.30pm The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood (unless otherwise stated)

24th January: Beekeeping and a Full Time Job' - by Andrew Gibb
 
2nd February - Beginners and Improvers Day (Pulbourough Village Hall) - see attached flyer
 
21st February Tools of the Honeybee' - John Hendrie
 
1st March West Sussex Beekeepers Convention – Lodge Hill, Pulborough - see note below
 
20th March AGM to be followed by 'Mead-Making' by Roger Patterson and Derek Ready
 

Winter Meeting   – Any Questions?  
Thursday   December 6  th   7.30pm   The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood

Any Questions' on Beekeeping with Christmassy Nibbles - a panel of our best loved local experts (!) will 
answer any questions you have on beekeeping and honey.  Anything perplexing you??  Bring along 
any examples of things that went wrong.......or right....in 2007, - share the good experiences, and ask 
for views on the bad ones, you won't be the first or the last to have the problem, I promise!!   Mulled 
wine  (and  a  sensible  non-alcoholic  alternative)  and  nibbles  will  be  provided  to  add  seasonal 
cheer, ........and whilst sipping and munching, you can shop for individual gifts from the Ready family’s 
selection of hand-made soaps, lotions, candles and other bee produce.   Its an evening just too good to 
miss !!
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Apiary Meetings (Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green)

There will be a couple of winter meetings to check on the hives, most likely to be January and 
March, details to be confirmed later.

 

Additional Apiary Meeting   Oxalic Acid  
End December tbc, 

I hope to have an apiary meeting towards the end of December to administer Oxalic Acid. This will 
need to be when the weather is suitable. The weather forecast will be watched closely and I will try to 
give about a week’s notice. The date will be put on the website and there will be an e-mail sent to 
everybody. Please check on a daily basis, and if you haven’t got internet access then ask a member 
who has.

As last year Rupert Burne will provide oxalic acid dissolved in syrup for those that wish to use it to 
treat their hives. He will provide this at the meeting. If you would like some please bring a suitable 
container. As a guide you would probably need between 50 and 100 cc per hive. The best container is 
a honey jar with a plastic lid (unless you have dozens of hives in which case a plastic drinks bottle 
works  well).  If  possible let  him know if you would like some (details above)  so  he brings the right 
amount. This is particularly important if you have several hives and need largish quantities. There will 
be a nominal charge of £1.00. For those of you that have lost the syringes from last year, he’ll try to get 
some more.

Apiguard  on  it’s  own  probably  won’t  be  enough  to  get  the  bees  through  to  spring,  especially  if 
broodrearing continues late into the autumn, so other methods will be needed and Oxalic Acid worked 
well last year.

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

I have attended a couple of Chichester Division meetings lately, one on labelling and one on plants 
suitable for bees. Both were very good and in both cases other members from W.G. attended. We only 
found out as a result of looking at the County News element of the newsletter. All WSBKA Divisions 
welcome members from other Div’s, so don’t be afraid to turn up.

I was pleased to see the Chichester Div doing well, with a good turnout at the meetings. There were 
several beginners which is also encouraging. I recently gave a talk to the Brighton and Lewes Division 
of Sussex BKA, and they had a good attendance with many beginners.

Can I remind you of the “Beginners and Improvers Day”, which is only 8 weeks away now. This will be 
suitable for non beekeepers as well as those who have kept bees for some time. Although it wasn’t 
intentional the content is remarkably close to the BBKA Basic Assessment  syllabus.  If you know of 
anybody else who might be interested in beekeeping then please let them know. Together with this 
newsletter there is an A4 and A5 flyer. Please make them available in your area by putting in local 
shops, farm shops, garden centres, notice boards etc, etc. If you need any more then please print off or 
ask. This is one of the best ways of advertising, and it will help enormously.

I have spoken to several people lately who are concerned that their bees are now fairly weak compared 
to only a few weeks ago. I too am concerned about mine and those at Dounhurst. I can only put it down 
to varroa, and I think winter losses will be high whatever the weather. This is bearable for those of us 
with a reasonable number of colonies, but many only have one or two, and heavy losses could mean 
beginners without bees next spring.
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Those  of  you  who  came  to  the  “Wildlife”  evening  will  be  aware  of  the  excellent,  but  different 
presentations from Judy, Tom, and Daisy. Having been involved as well I knew the tremendous effort 
they all put in, and I would like to thank them.

It seems there is a shortage of honey this year, presumably due to the poor harvest, and a general 
increase in usage. A couple of years ago honey sales overtook those of marmalade, and although that 
will include foreign honey there is a desire to buy local foods and that includes honey.

I have just  been told that nosema ceranae has been confirmed in this country.  At the moment it is 
possible that only bees that have recently been imported may be affected, but I suspect we will all have 
it shortly. Can I suggest you read up as much as you can as we know very little and are unable to 
advise. 

Meeting Reports

First Winter Meeting -   What else do we see at our apiary  ? - Sally Dartnell

The first time I visited Dounhurst a couple of years ago I was struck by what a beautiful place it was.  
Since then as I drive back home from the Apiary meetings, I have often felt that I am so focussed on 
learning about beekeeping and all of the weird and wonderful things that are happening in that field at 
the moment that I haven't taken the time to see what is going on around me.
 
Thankfully, through the photography and expertise of some of our members, the November evening 
meeting gave us chance to experience a year at Dounhurst and the variety of some of the flora and 
fauna it has to offer. With barely a mention of bees, our speakers (demonstrating considerable breadth 
of knowledge and not a little humour) provided us with a highly enjoyable and informative evening. 
 
With several comments like "this was the first time I had seen **** in years" I will look forwards to A year  
in the life of Dounhurst 2008 which I am sure will give equal scope for interest.  We all left the meeting 
with a fuller appreciation of just how lucky we are to have our apiary in such an amazing and diverse 
habitat (and to have such competent and entertaining speakers!).  

WSBKA Annual Convention 

We are pleased to announce that the 2008 convention will be held on Saturday 1st March 2008. 
After the great success of the 2007 event, with its new venue and improved format, the 2008 
Convention will return to Lodge Hill, near Pulborough and will again feature three main speakers 
with additional specialist seminars or workshops.

The day will start with Professor Robin Wootton’s acclaimed lecture ‘Bees as Flying Machines’. 
The second lecture will see the welcome return of Dr Stephen Palmer, who enthralled us last 
year with his superb insight into how a honey bee works.  This year he will take as his subject 
‘Modern Beekeeping’.  The middle of the day will give delegates  the opportunity to choose from 
a selection of  seminars covering subjects from Microscopy to Encaustic  Art,  and Pollen,  to 
Simple ways to new Queens.  For the final highlight of the day we welcome Mike Brown, head 
of the National Bee Unit, who will give us an overview of the current state of play in bee health.

Since its reintroduction in 2001 the WSBKA convention has been almost entirely due to the 
hard work and creative vision of John Hunt, and indeed he had already drawn up the outline for 
the next Convention before he so sadly died.  In recognition of his outstanding contribution, our 
2008 Convention is dedicated to his memory.

The full details and booking forms will be sent out with the January newsletter, so please do put 
the date in your diary straight away.
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Improve your Bee-keeping?
Bee-keeping isn't just about being confident handling bees.  It is also learning to understand what is 
going on inside a colony, what to look for and what action to take at the right time.  If you wish to 
improve your bee-keeping, you might like to consider taking the BBKA Basic Examination next year 
(June/July).

There are no written papers, just a practical inspection of a colony and a question/answer session.  The 
whole exam should take no more than an hour.

The 4th edition of Ted Hooper's Guide to Bees and Honey is the only book you'll need although a few 
others are suggested on the BBKA website.  An ideal  Christmas pressie maybe?

I shall be on hand to co-ordinate and help anyone wishing to have a go, as will Derek Ready, Roseane 
Blacklock and Fionn Turnbull.  And let's face it – if I can do it – you can too!  There is more information 
on the BBKA website – although if you wish to have  a look and chat  through the syllabus,  please 
contact me.

Daisy  (wellingtondays@tiscali.co.uk)

 County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings

Chichester –Contact  Mrs Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  

Wednesday 12th December at The Bader Arms, Tangmere at 7.30pm – 
The Challenges and Rewards of Organic Farms – speaker Karl Barton, Manager of Goodwood Farms.  
(Suggested donation to nominated charity of charity of £1.00 per head)

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk 
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm. Commencing at 7.30pm
Thursday December 13th -  All About Swarms
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